DESIGN   FOR   LIVING         ACT III
ERNEST :    You are dead, as far as she's concerned.
OTTO :    Oh, no, we're not!    We're very much alive.
LEO :    I fear your marriage is on the rocks, Ernest.
ERNEST : This is one of the most superb exhibitions
of brazen impertinence I've ever encountered.
OTTO : It's inconvenient, I do see that. It may
quite possibly inconvenience you very much.
LEO : But no more than that; and you know it as
well as we do.
ERNEST (with admirable control): Aren't you taking
rather a lot for granted ?
OTTO :    Only what we know.
ERNEST : I won't lose my temper with you, because
that would be foolish------
OTTO :   And ineffective.
ERNEST : But I think you had better put on what-
ever clothes you came in, and go away. You can come
back kter, when you're in a more reasonable frame of
mind.
LEO : We're in a perfectly reasonable frame of
mind, Ernest. We've never been more reasonable in
our lives ; nor more serenely determined.
ERNEST (pith great calmness): Now look here, you
two. I married Gilda because she was alone, and
because for many, many years I have been deeply
attached to her. We discussed it carefully together
from every angle, before we decided. I know the
whole circumstances intimately. I know exactly how
much she loved you both; and also, I'm afraid, exactly
how little you both loved her. You practically ruined
her life between you, and you caused her great un-
happiness with your egotistical, casual passions. Now
you can leave her alone. She's worked hard and made